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oath whenever the Chairman or Vice Chair-
man of the Committee deems it to be nec-
essary. At any hearing to confirm a Presi-
dential nomination, the testimony of the
nominee, and at the request of any Member,
any other witness shall be under oath. Every
nominee shall submit a financial statement,
on forms to be perfected by the Committee,
which shall be sworn to by the nominee as to
its completeness and accuracy. All such
statements shall be made public by the Com-
mittee unless the Committee, in executive
session, determines that special cir-
cumstances require a full or partial excep-
tion to this rule. Members of the Committee
are urged to make public a complete disclo-
sure of their financial interests on forms to
be perfected by the Committee in the man-
ner required in the case of Presidential
nominees.
CONFIDENTIAL TESTIMONY

Rule 9. No confidential testimony taken
by, or confidential material presented to the
Committee or any report of the proceedings
of a closed Committee hearing or business
meeting shall be made public in whole or in
part, or by way of summary, unless author-
ized by a majority of the Members of the
Committee at a business meeting called for
the purpose of making such a determination.

DEFAMATORY STATEMENTS

Rule 10. Any person whose name is men-
tioned or who is specifically identified in, or
who believes that testimony or other evi-
dence presented at, an open Committee hear-
ing tends to defame him or her or otherwise
adversely affect his or her reputation may
file with the Committee for its consideration
and action a sworn statement of facts rel-
evant to such testimony of evidence.

BROADCASTING OR HEARINGS OR MEETINGS

Rule 11. Any meeting or hearing by the
Committee which is open to the public may
be covered in whole or in part by television,
radio broadcast, or still photography. Pho-
tographers and reporters using mechanical
recording, filming, or broadcasting devices
shall position their equipment so as not to
interfere with the sight, vision, and hearing
of Members and staff on the dais or with the
orderly process of the meeting or hearing.

AUTHORIZING SUBPOENAS

Rule 12. The Chairman may, with the
agreement of the Vice Chairman, or the
Committee may, by majority vote, authorize
the issuance of subpoenas.

AMENDING THE RULES

Rule 13. These rules may be amended only
by a vote of a majority of all the Members of
the Committee in a business meeting of the
Committee: Provided, that no vote may be
taken on any proposed amendment unless
such amendment is reproduced in full in the
Committee agenda for such meeting at least
seven (7) days in advance of such meeting.

———

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING
RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. KOHL, Madam President, in ac-
cordance with rule XXVI, paragraph 2,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I
hereby submit for publication in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the Rules of
the Special Committee on Aging.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING—JURISDICTION
AND AUTHORITY
S. RES. 4, §104, 95TH CONGRESS, 1ST SESSION (1977)

(a)(1) There is established a Special Com-

mittee on Aging (hereafter in this section re-
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ferred to as the ‘‘special committee’’) which
shall consist of nineteen Members. The Mem-
bers and chairman of the special committee
shall be appointed in the same manner and
at the same time as the Members and chair-
man of a standing committee of the Senate.
After the date on which the majority and mi-
nority Members of the special committee are
initially appointed on or affect the effective
date of title I of the Committee System Re-
organization Amendments of 1977, each time
a vacancy occurs in the Membership of the
special committee, the number of Members
of the special committee shall be reduced by
one until the number of Members of the spe-
cial committee consists of nine Senators.

(2) For the purposes of paragraph 1 of rule
XXV; paragraphs 1, 7(a)(1)-(2), 9, and 10(a) of
rule XXVI; and paragraphs 1(a)-(d), and 2(a)
and (d) of rule XXVII of the Standing Rules
of the Senate; and the purposes of section
202(I) and (j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946, the special committee shall
be treated as a standing committee of the
Senate.

(b)(1) It shall be the duty of the special
committee to conduct a continuing study of
any and all matters pertaining to problems
and opportunities of older people, including,
but not limited to, problems and opportuni-
ties of maintaining health, of assuring ade-
quate income, of finding employment, of en-
gaging in productive and rewarding activity,
of securing proper housing, and when nec-
essary, of obtaining care or assistance. No
proposed legislation shall be referred to such
committee, and such committee shall not
have power to report by bill, or otherwise
have legislative jurisdiction.

(2) The special committee shall, from time
to time (but not less than once year), report
to the Senate the results of the study con-
ducted pursuant to paragraph (1), together
with such recommendation as it considers
appropriate.

(c)(1) For the purposes of this section, the
special committee is authorized, in its dis-
cretion, (A) to make investigations into any
matter within its jurisdiction, (B) to make
expenditures from the contingent fund of the
Senate, (C) to employ personnel, (D) to hold
hearings, (E) to sit and act at any time or
place during the sessions, recesses, and ad-
journed periods of the Senate, (F') to require,
by subpoena or otherwise, the attendance of
witnesses and the production of correspond-
ence books, papers, and documents, (G) to
take depositions and other testimony, (H) to
procure the service of individual consultants
or organizations thereof (as authorized by
section 202(I) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946, as amended) and (I) with the
prior consent of the Government department
or agency concerned and the Committee on
Rules and Administration, to use on a reim-
bursable basis the services of personnel of
any such department or agency.

(2) The chairman of the special committee
or any Member thereof may administer
oaths to witnesses.

(3) Subpoenas authorized by the special
committee may be issued over the signature
of the chairman, or any Member of the spe-
cial committee designated by the chairman,
and may be served by any person designated
by the chairman or the Member signing the
subpoena.

(d) All records and papers of the temporary
Special Committee on Aging established by
Senate Resolution 33, 87th Congress, are
transferred to the special committee.

RULES OF PROCEDURE
1. CONVENING OF MEETINGS AND HEARINGS

1. Meetings. The committee shall meet to
conduct committee business at the call of
the chairman.

2. Special Meetings. The Members of the
committee may call additional meetings as
provided in Senate Rule XXVTI (3).
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3. Notice and Agenda:

(a) Hearings. The committee shall make
public announcement of the date, place, and
subject matter of any hearing at least one
week before its commencement.

(b) Meetings. The chairman shall give the
Members written notice of any committee
meeting, accompanied by an agenda enumer-
ating the items of business to be considered,
at least 5 days in advance of such meeting.

(c) Shortened Notice. A hearing or meeting
may be called on not less than 24 hours no-
tice if the chairman, with the concurrence of
the ranking minority Member, determines
that there is good cause to begin the hearing
or meeting on shortened notice. An agenda
will be furnished prior to such a meeting.

4. Presiding Officer. The chairman shall
preside when present. If the chairman is not
present at any meeting or hearing, the rank-
ing majority Member present shall preside.
Any Member of the committee may preside
over the conduct of a hearing.

II. CLOSED SESSIONS AND CONFIDENTIAL
MATERIALS

1. Procedure. All meetings and hearings
shall be open to the public unless closed. To
close a meeting or hearing or portion there-
of, a motion shall be made and seconded to
go into closed discussion of whether the
meeting or hearing will concern the matters
enumerated in Rule II.3. Immediately after
such discussion, the meeting or hearing may
be closed by a vote in open session of a ma-
jority of the Members of the committee
present.

2. Witness Request. Any witness called for
a hearing may submit a written request to
the chairman no later than 24 hours in ad-
vance for his examination to be in closed or
open session. The chairman shall inform the
committee of any such request.

3. Closed Session Subjects. A meeting or
hearing or portion thereof may be closed if
the matters to be discussed concern: (1) na-
tional security; (2) committee staff per-
sonnel or internal staff management or pro-
cedure; (3) matters tending to reflect ad-
versely on the character or reputation or to
invade the privacy of the individuals; (4)
committee investigations; (5) other matters
enumerated in Senate Rule XXVI (5)(b).

4. Confidential Matter. No record made of a
closed session, or material declared confiden-
tial by a majority of the committee, or re-
port of the proceedings of a closed session,
shall be made public, in whole or in part or
by way of summary, unless specifically au-
thorized by the chairman and ranking mi-
nority Member.

5. Broadcasting:

(a) Control. Any meeting or hearing open
to the public may be covered by television,
radio, or still photography. Such coverage
must be conducted in an orderly and unob-
trusive manner, and the chairman may for
good cause terminate such coverage in whole
or in part, or take such other action to con-
trol it as the circumstances may warrant.

(b) Request. A witness may request of the
chairman, on grounds of distraction, harass-
ment, personal safety, or physical discom-
fort, that during his testimony cameras,
media microphones, and lights shall not be
directed at him.

III. QUORUMS AND VOTING

1. Reporting. A majority shall constitute a
quorum for reporting a resolution, rec-
ommendation or report to the Senate.

2. Committee Business. A third shall con-
stitute a quorum for the conduct of com-
mittee business, other than a final vote on
reporting, providing a minority Member is
present. One Member shall constitute a
quorum for the receipt of evidence, the
swearing of witnesses, and the taking of tes-
timony at hearings.
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3. Polling:

(a) Subjects. The committee may poll (1)
internal committee matters including those
concerning the committee’s staff, records,
and budget; (2) other committee business
which has been designated for polling at a
meeting.

(b) Procedure. The chairman shall cir-
culate polling sheets to each Member speci-
fying the matter being polled and the time
limit for completion of the poll. If any Mem-
ber so requests in advance of the meeting,
the matter shall be held for meeting rather
than being polled. The clerk shall keep a
record of polls, if the chairman determines
that the polled matter is one of the areas
enumerated in Rule II1.3, the record of the
poll shall be confidential. Any Member may
move at the committee meeting following a
poll for a vote on the polled decision.

IV. INVESTIGATIONS

1. Authorization for Investigations. All in-
vestigations shall be conducted on a bipar-
tisan basis by committee staff. Investiga-
tions may be initiated by the committee
staff upon the approval of the chairman and
the ranking minority Member. Staff shall
keep the committee fully informed of the
progress of continuing investigations, except
where the chairman and the ranking minor-
ity Member agree that there exists tem-
porary cause for more limited knowledge.

2. Subpoenas. Subpoenas for the attend-
ance of witnesses or the production of memo-
randa, documents, records, or any other ma-
terials shall be issued by the chairman, or by
any other Member of the committee des-
ignated by him. Prior to the issuance of each
subpoena, the ranking minority Member, and
any other Member so requesting, shall be no-
tified regarding the identity of the person to
whom the subpoena will be issued and the
nature of the information sought, and its re-
lationship to the investigation.

3. Investigative Reports. All reports con-
taining findings or recommendations stem-
ming from committee investigations shall be
printed only with the approval of a majority
of the Members of the committee.

V. HEARINGS

1. Notice. Witnesses called before the com-
mittee shall be given, absent extraordinary
circumstances, at least 48 hours notice, and
all witnesses called shall be furnished with a
copy of these rules upon request.

2. Oath. All witnesses who testify to mat-
ters of fact shall be sworn unless the com-
mittee waives the oath. The chairman, or
any member, may request and administer
the oath.

3. Statement. Witnesses are required to
make an introductory statement and shall
file 150 copies of such statement with the
chairman or clerk of the committee at least
72 hours in advance of their appearance, un-
less the chairman and ranking minority
Member determine that there is good cause
for a witness’s failure to do so. A witness
shall be allowed no more than ten minutes to
orally summarize their prepared statement.

4. Counsel:

(a) A witness’s counsel shall be permitted
to be present during his testimony at any
public or closed hearing or depositions or
staff interview to advise such witness of his
rights, provided, however, that in the case of
any witness who is an officer or employee of
the government, or of a corporation or asso-
ciation, the chairman may rule that rep-
resentation by counsel from the government,
corporation, or association creates a conflict
of interest, and that the witness shall be rep-
resented by personal counsel not from the
government, corporation, or association.

(b) A witness is unable for economic rea-
sons to obtain counsel may inform the com-
mittee at least 48 hours prior to the
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witness’s appearance, and it will endeavor to
obtain volunteer counsel for the witness.
Such counsel shall be subject solely to the
control of the witness and not the com-
mittee. Failure to obtain counsel will not ex-
cuse the witness from appearing and testi-
fying.

5. Transcript. An accurate electronic or
stenographic record shall be kept of the tes-
timony of all witnesses in executive and pub-
lic hearings. Any witness shall be afforded,
upon request, the right to review that por-
tion of such record, and for this purpose, a
copy of a witness’s testimony in public or
closed session shall be provided to the wit-
ness. Upon inspecting his transcript, within
a time limit set by the committee clerk, a
witness may request changes in testimony to
correct errors of transcription, grammatical
errors, and obvious errors of fact, the chair-
man or a staff officer designated by him
shall rule on such request.

6. Impugned Persons. Any person who be-
lieves that evidence presented, or comment
made by a Member or staff, at a public hear-
ing or at a closed hearing concerning which
there have been public reports, tends to im-
pugn his character or adversely affect his
reputation may:

(a) file a sworn statement of facts relevant
to the evidence or comment, which shall be
placed in the hearing record;

(b) request the opportunity to appear per-
sonally before the committee to testify in
his own behalf; and

(c) submit questions in writing which he
requests be used for the cross-examination of
other witnesses called by the committee.
The chairman shall inform the committee of
such requests for appearance or cross-exam-
ination. If the committee so decides; the re-
quested questions, or paraphrased versions
or portions of them, shall be put to the other
witness by a Member or by staff.

7. Minority Witnesses. Whenever any hear-
ing is conducted by the committee, the mi-
nority on the committee shall be entitled,
upon request made by a majority of the mi-
nority Members to the chairman, to call wit-
nesses selected by the minority to testify or
produce documents with respect to the meas-
ure or matter under consideration during at
least one day of the hearing. Such request
must be made before the completion of the
hearing or, if subpoenas are required to call
the minority witnesses, no later than three
days before the completion of the hearing.

8. Conduct of Witnesses, Counsel and Mem-
bers of the Audience. If, during public or ex-
ecutive sessions, a witness, his counsel, or
any spectator conducts himself in such a
manner as to prevent, impede, disrupt, ob-
struct, or interfere with the orderly adminis-
tration of such hearing the chairman or pre-
siding Member of the committee present dur-
ing such hearing may request the Sergeant
at Arms of the Senate, his representative or
any law enforcement official to eject said
person from the hearing room.

VI. DEPOSITIONS AND COMMISSIONS

1. Notice. Notices for the taking of deposi-
tions in an investigation authorized by the
committee shall be authorized and issued by
the chairman or by a staff officer designated
by him. Such notices shall specify a time and
place for examination, and the name of the
staff officer or officers who will take the dep-
osition. Unless otherwise specified, the depo-
sition shall be in private. The committee
shall not initiate procedures leading to
criminal or civil enforcement proceedings for
a witness’s failure to appear unless the depo-
sition notice was accompanied by a com-
mittee subpoena.

2. Counsel. Witnesses may be accompanied
at a deposition by counsel to advise them of
their rights, subject to the provisions of Rule
V.4,
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3. Procedure. Witnesses shall be examined
upon oath administered by an individual au-
thorized by local law to administer oaths.
Questions shall be propounded orally by
committee staff. Objections by the witnesses
as to the form of questions shall be noted by
the record. If a witness objects to a question
and refuses to testify on the basis of rel-
evance or privilege, the committee staff may
proceed with the deposition, or may at that
time or at a subsequent time, seek a ruling
by telephone or otherwise on the objection
from a Member of the committee. If the
Member overrules the objection, he may
refer the matter to the committee or he may
order and direct the witness to answer the
question, but the committee shall not ini-
tiate the procedures leading to civil or
criminal enforcement unless the witness re-
fuses to testify after he has been ordered and
directed to answer by a Member of the com-
mittee.

4. Filing. The committee staff shall see
that the testimony is transcribed or elec-
tronically recorded. If it is transcribed, the
witness shall be furnished with a copy for re-
view. No later than five days thereafter, the
witness shall return a signed copy, and the
staff shall enter the changes, if any, re-
quested by the witness in accordance with
Rule V.6. If the witness fails to return a
signed copy, the staff shall note on the tran-
script the date a copy was provided and the
failure to return it. The individual admin-
istering the oath shall certify on the tran-
script that the witness was duly sworn in his
presence, the transcriber shall certify that
the transcript is a true record to the testi-
mony, and the transcript shall then be filed
with the committee clerk. Committee staff
may stipulate with the witness to changes in
this procedure; deviations from the proce-
dure which do not substantially impair the
reliability of the record shall not relieve the
witness from his obligation to testify truth-
fully.

5. Commissions. The committee may au-
thorize the staff, by issuance of commis-
sions, to fill in prepared subpoenas, conduct
field hearings, inspect locations, facilities,
or systems of records, or otherwise act on be-
half of the committee. Commissions shall be
accompanied by instructions from the com-
mittee regulating their use.

VII. SUBCOMMITTEES

1. Establishment. The committee will oper-
ate as a Committee of the Whole, reserving
to itself the right to establish temporary
subcommittees at any time by majority
vote. The chairman of the full committee
and the ranking minority Member shall be
ex officio Members of all subcommittees.

2. Jurisdiction. Within its jurisdiction as
described in the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, each subcommittee is authorized to con-
duct investigations, including use of sub-
poenas, depositions, and commissions.

3. Rules. A subcommittee shall be governed
by the committee rules, except that its
quorum for all business shall be one-third of
the subcommittee Membership, and for hear-
ings shall be one Member.

VIII. REPORTS

Committee reports incorporating com-
mittee findings and recommendations shall
be printed only with the prior approval of
the committee, after an adequate period for
review and comment. The printing, as com-
mittee documents, of materials prepared by
staff for informational purposes, or the
printing of materials not originating with
the committee or staff, shall require prior
consultation with the minority staff; these
publications shall have the following lan-
guage printed on the cover of the document:
‘“‘Note: This document has been printed for
informational purposes. It does not represent
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either findings or recommendations formally
adopted by the committee.”
IX. AMENDMENT OF RULES

The rules of the committee may be amend-
ed or revised at any time, provided that not
less than a majority of the committee
present so determine at a committee meet-
ing preceded by at least 3 days notice of the
amendments or revisions proposed.

———

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE,
SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION
RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. INOUYE. Madam President, the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation adopted rules gov-
erning its procedures for the 110th Con-
gress on January 24. Pursuant to rule
XXVI, paragraph 2, of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, on behalf of my-
self and Senator STEVENS, I ask unani-
mous consent that the accompanying
Rules from the Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON COM-
MERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPOR-
TATION

I. MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE
1. The regular meeting dates of the Com-

mittee shall be the first and third Tuesdays

of each month. Additional meetings may be
called by the Chairman as the Chairman may
deem necessary, or pursuant to the provi-
sions of paragraph 3 of rule XXVI of the

Standing Rules of the Senate.

2. Meetings of the Committee, or any sub-
committee, including meetings to conduct
hearings, shall be open to the public, except
that a meeting or series of meetings by the
Committee, or any subcommittee, on the
same subject for a period of no more than 14
calendar days may be closed to the public on
a motion made and seconded to go into
closed session to discuss only whether the
matters enumerated in subparagraphs (A)
through (F') would require the meeting to be
closed, followed immediately by a record
vote in open session by a majority of the
members of the Committee, or any sub-
committee, when it is determined that the
matter to be discussed or the testimony to
be taken at such meeting or meetings—

(A) will disclose matters necessary to be
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States;

(B) will relate solely to matters of Com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedure;

(C) will tend to charge an individual with
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure
the professional standing of an individual, or
otherwise to expose an individual to public
contempt or obloquy, or will represent a
clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy
of an individual;

(D) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terest of effective law enforcement;

(E) will disclose information relating to
the trade secrets of, or financial or commer-
cial information pertaining specifically to, a
given person if—

(1) an Act of Congress requires the infor-
mation to be kept confidential by Govern-
ment officers and employees; or
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(2) the information has been obtained by
the Government on a confidential basis,
other than through an application by such
person for a specific Government financial or
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the
competitive position of such person; or

(F) may divulge matters required to be
kept confidential under other provisions of
law or Government regulations.

3. Each witness who is to appear before the
Committee or any subcommittee shall file
with the Committee, at least 24 hours in ad-
vance of the hearing, a written statement of
the witness’s testimony in as many copies as
the Chairman of the Committee or sub-
committee prescribes.

4. Field hearings of the full Committee,
and any subcommittee thereof, shall be
scheduled only when authorized by the
Chairman and ranking minority member of
the full Committee.

II. QUORUMS

1. A majority of the members, which in-
cludes at least 1 minority member, shall con-
stitute a quorum for official action of the
Committee when reporting a bill, resolution,
or nomination. Proxies may not be counted
in making a quorum for purposes of this
paragraph.

2. Eight members shall constitute a
quorum for the transaction of all business as
may be considered by the Committee, except
for the reporting of a bill, resolution, or
nomination. Proxies may not be counted in
making a quorum for purposes of this para-
graph.

3. For the purpose of taking sworn testi-
mony a quorum of the Committee and each
subcommittee thereof, now or hereafter ap-
pointed, shall consist of 1 Senator.

III. PROXIES

When a record vote is taken in the Com-
mittee on any bill, resolution, amendment,
or any other question, the required quorum
being present, a member who is unable to at-
tend the meeting may submit his or her vote
by proxy, in writing or by telephone, or
through personal instructions.

IV. BROADCASTING OF HEARINGS

Public hearings of the full Committee, or
any subcommittee thereof, shall be televised
or broadcast only when authorized by the
Chairman and the ranking minority member
of the full Committee.

V. SUBCOMMITTEES

1. Any member of the Committee may sit
with any subcommittee during its hearings.

2. Subcommittees shall be considered de
novo whenever there is a change in the chair-
manship, and seniority on the particular
subcommittee shall not necessarily apply.

VI. CONSIDERATION OF BILLS AND RESOLU-
TIONS

It shall not be in order during a meeting of
the Committee to move to proceed to the
consideration of any bill or resolution unless
the bill or resolution has been filed with the
Clerk of the Committee not less than 48
hours in advance of the Committee meeting,
in as many copies as the Chairman of the
Committee prescribes. This rule may be
waived with the concurrence of the Chair-
man and the ranking minority member of
the full Committee.

———

NOMINATION OF GENERAL DAVID
PETRAEUS

Mr. DORGAN. Madam President, I re-
gret that commitments in North Da-
kota prevented me from voting on the
nomination of David H. Petraeus to be
promoted to the rank of General in the
U.S. Army and to be commander of
Multinational Forces Iraq.
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If present, I would have voted in
favor of General Petraeus’s nomina-
tion.

I believe General Petraeus is well-
qualified to command in Iraq. He was
unanimously approved by the Senate
Armed Services Committee because of
his leadership skills and his oper-
ational experience. And he is widely
recognized as one of the military’s top
experts on counterinsurgency oper-
ations.

He is an excellent choice to be en-
trusted with the operational command
and welfare of over 130,000 American
servicemembers who are in the middle
of a bloody sectarian battle over the
future of Iraq. He is familiar with the
situation in that country from his ex-
periences as an infantry division com-
mander during and immediately after
the invasion of Iraq, and from his ten-
ure as the commander of U.S. efforts to
train and equip Iraqi security forces.
Altogether, he has served 27 months in
Iraq since the war began.

I was impressed by the fact that Gen-
eral Petraeus promised to regularly up-
date Congress on whether the Presi-
dent’s new plan in Iraq is working and
on how much progress the Iraqi Gov-
ernment is making toward assuming
responsibility for security.

But my support for General
Petraeus’s nomination should not be
taken as support for the President’s de-
cision to send additional soldiers and
marines to Iraq and to escalate our
military involvement there.

I am very skeptical that the Presi-
dent’s plan to send 21,500 additional
troops to Iraq is going to work.

I have listened to what President
Bush and his advisers have said about
the subject, and I listened to what Gen-
eral Petreaus said during his confirma-
tion hearing. But I do not think they
have adequately explained away the
Senate testimony given less than 2
months ago by General Abizaid, the top
commander of American troops in Iraq.
In November General Abizaid said:

I met with every divisional commander,
General Casey, the corps commander, Gen-
eral Dempsey. We all talked together. And I
said, ‘‘In your professional opinion, if we
were to bring in more American troops now,
does that add considerably to our ability to
achieve success in Iraq?”’ And they all said
no. The reason is because we want the Iraqis
to do more. It is easy for the Iraqis to rely
upon us to do this work. I believe that more
American forces prevent the Iraqis from
doing more, from taking more responsibility
for their own future.

Has that changed? Has something
changed in 2 months? The question for
us now is: Should American troops be
in the middle of that civil war? Should
we send additional troops to that cir-
cumstance? If so, for what purpose?
And why the change only two months
after General Abizaid said the com-
manders do not believe additional
troops will be effective?

That issue is going to be debated here
in Congress in the coming weeks. All of
us in that debate want to find the right
solution for this country to support our
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